SELF-DISCOVERY

title and had succeeded in allowing his personality to
emerge is witnessed by the occasion when, after a long
day's march, he slept, and slept soundly, on the floor.
With a party of soldiers he had arrived at a village and
found a shortage of billets. The senior officers took
what they could find in the shape of beds, but in the
fatigue and hurry, and also because he was never self-
assertive, they left the Prince out of reckoning. When the
oversight was noticed there were offers from the billet-
holders, but the Prince refused them all. It was a case
of bad luck and there was an end of the matter. With
his knapsack for pillow and his British-warm for covering
he thought he could manage quite well on the floor.

The development of his character was accelerated by
these months of war service. In peace-time he could
never have been brought so close to the average types
of his countrymen, could never have seen and judged
them for what they really were, could never have
watched the free interplay of their temperaments. He
was an eye-witness of the tremendous enactment, but a
participator also. He could not stand aloof. Inevitably
he was drawn into the playing of those grim scenes,
drawn into the pattern which was being woven of
men's lives. He felt the full shock of death's devasta-
tion. Personal tragedies were continually being brought
home to him. One of the losses he felt most was the
death of the chauffeur who had been in his service since
those remote-seeming Oxford days. The Prince, on
duty, had been driven to the fighting zone, had left the
car and his chauffeur for a short period, and returned to
find both blown to smithereens. What he could recover
of the man's person belongings he collected and care-
fully stored away, and when next he went to England
he restored them himself to the chauffeur's family.

Such incidents as those which have been here set
down serve to supplement the more general description
of the Prince's duties which we read in the official
despatches. This, for example, is an extract from an
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